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Cholmondeley Powers On – Event Review



The highlights from 2009

• 35,000 visitors attending over the weekend – 133% increase from 2008

• 154 trade stands with 48 making up the Lifestyle Pavilion

• 500 corporate clients entertained

• 72 journalists attended the weekend

• Strong & impressive list of entrants & participants

• 63 car clubs with over 1,200 static cars/bikes on display - 24 clubs in 2008

• Sponsorship included Bentley, Breitling, Veuve Clicquot and Waltons of Chester
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• ABF raised £12,000

• £708,666 value of media coverage pre-event (selection in the appendix)

• Saturday concluded with The Cholmondeley Fireworks Concert and Military Tattoo



On track.... the cars and bikes

• Attracted a greater range of cars – super cars and rally cars being the most obvious growth. The 
attending cars and bikes were valued at well over £200m

• Competing on track there were 87 vintage and modern cars and 44 vintage and modern bikes

• The competition was speed and regularity test with each competitor having 3 runs per day, 6 in total

• The track, chicanes and bridges created a few challenges to provide a great on-going spectacle
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• The track, chicanes and bridges created a few challenges to provide a great on-going spectacle

• 50 parade cars and bikes took part – varying from electric cars to the Bugatti Royale

• Bugatti, the featured marquee, were a great attraction within the cricket pitch, with the Royale and 
Veyron being the star attraction

• Sporting Bears ran the Dream Rides, with over 30 different cars, raising money for ABF



On track... four wheels
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On track.. two wheels
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On water

• Biggest collection of inshore powerboats in the UK

• Cholmondeley Championships is a new highlight for the powerboat fraternity 

• 54 powerboats: OSY 400 hydroplanes, F2 & F4 catamarans & offshore twin thundercats
- Breitling Grand Prix Finale – 25 laps with 10 F4’s
- Cholmondeley Big Cats Speedway – 0-100mph in 5 seconds
- Thrilling boat rides in the offshore rescue ribs

• 12 classic boats from the last 100 years illustrated the heritage of the powerboats

• Lee Stone – Jet Ski World Champion gave a breath taking demonstration  twice a day

• Very much a family event with several junior RYA classes
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On water
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In the air

• Unique helicopter owner-access event, which was widely anticipated

• Nigel Lamb gave great displays in the Breitling MXS aerobatic aeroplane

• Spitfire flypast and RAF Falcons parachute display team drew great crowds on the Sunday

• Tri-Services helicopter flying agility competition – Royal Air Force, Royal Navy Fleet Air Army, 
British ArmyBritish Army

• Over 120 helicopters flew in over the weekend

• 214 pleasure flights were purchased by visiting spectators
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Air activity
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Army Displays

• Army presence added a great new dimension to the event

• Regiments included Royal Armoured Corps, Corps of Royal Engineers, 75 Engineer Regiment, 
Royal Artillery (12, 19 and 103 Regiments), Army Rally Team

• The display ranged from Challenger 2 tank, Trojan, Scimitar tanks, Warrior – they carried out 
demonstrations four times a day
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demonstrations four times a day

• The children were given great encouragement to explore the equipment and take part in the 
assault course and human table football

• The event gave a great opportunity for recruitment
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Army Displays
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Additional activity
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Trade exhibitors

• 154 trade exhibitors, including the Lifestyle Pavilion, ranging from 
Triumph, Classic Additions to My Cupcake

• The Lifestyle Pavilion illustrated there was an appetite for high end shopping

• Some stats: Triumph had keen interest/deposits for 4 bikes, Breitling sold 3 watches with lead for a 
further 10 leads, My Cupcakes sold out both days, Katherine Hooker (London designer) did storming 
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further 10 leads, My Cupcakes sold out both days, Katherine Hooker (London designer) did storming 
business with a lot of new clients

• All have said they would like to return next year
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Trade exhibitors
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Car  and Bike Clubs

• 63 Car and bike clubs attended. Clubs included
– VSCC
– Bentley Drivers Club
– Jensen Owners Club
– Ducati Owners Club
– Independent Porsche Enthusiast Club
– North Western Casual Classics

• Austin Healey celebrated their 50th anniversary with 120 cars on display, whilst Seat celebrated their 
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• Austin Healey celebrated their 50th anniversary with 120 cars on display, whilst Seat celebrated their 
first annual meet with over 100 cars

• Club pitches were reserved for display and in return they received a number of Paddock tickets

• The clubs were located trackside giving them great viewing of the action. From the main car park the 
car clubs were at the first display that the public enjoyed
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Car and Bike Clubs
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The Square: corporate hospitality

• 500 people were entertained within The Square

• Clients included: Barclays Wealth, Lambourghini, Dyke Yaxley, Lawrence Graham, Oliver Valves, 
Lord Taverners, Motor Sports Assocation

• Facilities included 
– VIP parking
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– Programme and hospitality badge
– Refreshments: breakfast, lunch, tea
– Plasma screens
– Private garden
– Opportunity for a ride on a rib

• To celebrate their 25th anniversary CES had a private facility for 1,000 staff and clients – they are 
considering making it an annual event
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The Square
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Cholmondeley Fireworks Concert and Military Tattoo

• Saturday’s Pageant concluded with The Cholmondeley Fireworks Concert
and Military Tattoo

• Over 8,000 people stayed to enjoy the Manchester Camerata Orchestra 
and Mossley Brass Band

• The military bands included the Nottinghamshire Band of the Royal Engineers 
and the Lancashire Artillery Band
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and the Lancashire Artillery Band

• Highlights included Elgar’s Pomp & Circumstance, Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyries, Goodwin’s Where 
Eagles Dare, Coates Dambusters and Bizet’s Carmen

• The picnics were immense, champagne flowed and the crowds relaxed on the Castle banks soaking 
up the ‘last night of the proms’ style atmosphere
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Cholmondeley Fireworks Concert and Military Tattoo
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Feedback from entrants, public and journalists

• ‘Cholmondeley powers on’ Motorsport, Paul Lawrence

• We all thought it was hugely enjoyable – fantastic facilities’ Glenn Hurstfield, Lawrence Graham

• ‘Just to say, last year was great but this year was even better. Well done to all your team’ 
Tim Valentine, Austin Healey Club 

• ‘The formula has the right balance of tradition combined with informality to make a marvellous 
family weekend’ Robin Longdon, Lotus Elite entrant
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family weekend’ Robin Longdon, Lotus Elite entrant

• ‘Fantastic event for the North West – a great atmosphere in which to showcase our current and 
historic models’ Peter Grant, Bentley

• ‘Simply awesome – well done’ Chris Williams, owner of Bentley Napier

• ‘Just an incredible atmosphere with such a range of cars, and such a lovely place. They deserve to 
succeed’ Ronnie Trouton, MSA
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The people
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Sponsors
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Founder sponsor: Bentley Motors Ltd

• VIP facility for 300 Bentley guests each day within the cricket pitch

• 160 pre-booked day visitors from among Bentley associates 

• The integrity of Bentley’s involvement, with their merchandise facility, 
participating cars (from electric to Speed 8), Continental Supersports & bespoke trophy 
were all widely commented upon 
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• Pods within the Paddock area gave strong manufacturer presence 

• Bentley 90 year display illustrated the heritage of Bentley

• Pre and event branding very strong
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Bentley
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The future

Our ambition is to be the region’s most unique annu al event
• Continue to invite spectacular vintage and modern racing cars and bikes to complete the 

Cholmondeley track

• Establish greater air presence – both privateers and air displays

• Build on the success of the inclusion of the army displays and the Powerboats Cholmondeley 
Championships

• Grow the best event village for the region’s most sought after trade stand holders
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• Maintain the Paddock/Park ticket price attracting both the enthuiastats and local family audience

• Long term commitment and involvement of high calibre brands through sponsorship

• Extend the corporate hospitality offering

• Secure a strong regional & national media partner
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Appendix

• Results
• Selection of PR Coverage
• Map
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PR Coverage
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PR Coverage

Today’s Pilot

A roaring successCholmondeley powers on



PR Coverage
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PR Coverage

Crewe Chronicle

Manchester Evening News

Lanchashire Telegraph
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PR Coverage
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PR Coverage

• achieved 11 pieces of radio coverage 
• a slot on BBC News NW on Saturday 18 July
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